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vast territory owned by the Hudson's Bay Company*
It was United Canada, then, which mainly showed
signs of a real economic activity. This activity was to
the advantage of the English-speaking Canadians
since they had the capital, the monopoly of big
business, the exploitation of natural resources and
navigation. Still living in the old seigniories, excluded
almost completely from the new lands which were re-
served for British immigrants, and from large scale
business, the French-speaking Canadians remained
farmers, perhaps unwillingly, or else furnished the
labour demanded by a nascent industry. But they
had more than their share in the political struggles
which accompanied a new and grave crisis from which
the question of race was not completely absent.

Though it had already taken a great step forward
to political autonomy, and though its economic lifey
for reasons already discussed, and thanks to the
development of waterways and the construction of
railways, permitted a glimpse of the role that it was
destined to play, Canada, with its 2,500,000 inhabi-
tants, had not yet reached the limits of its expansion.
For Canada, as for the other British colonies in North
America which were all threatened in a greater or
lesser degree by the young American colossus, the hour
was not far distant when a decision big with conse-
quences must be taken. Either they must resign them-
selves to live within borders sharply restricted, both
geographically and politically, in dependence upon
their neighbours to the south and east, or they must
turn back to the dream of Champlain and the men
who came after him and make of it a reality adapted
to the needs of the country. That dream was of a
nation extending "from ocean to ocean."